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Fall Protection Inspection

We each have to inspect our harness and lanyard before we use them.  We also have to complete a quarterly inspection on all fall protection in the workplace.  This inspection must be completed at the beginning of each quarter.  Color Codes:  RED for 1st Quarter, WHITE for 2nd Quarter, BLUE for 3rd Quarter, YELLOW for 4th Quarter.
What to look for when inspecting a harness:  (Use your JSA as a guide.)
	Harness Inspection
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	Webbing:  Bend the webbing in an inverted “U” as shown. This makes damaged fibers or cuts easier to detect. Follow this procedure the entire length of the webbing, inspecting both sides of each strap. Look for frayed edges, broken fibers, pulled stitches, cuts, burns and chemical damage.
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	D-Rings / Back Pads:  Check D-rings for distortion, cracks, breaks and rough or sharp edges.  The D-ring should pivot freely.  Look for any unusual wear, frayed or cut fibers or broken stitching of the D-ring attachments.  Pads should also be inspected for cracks, excessive wear or other signs of damage. 
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	Attachment of Buckles:  Inspect for any unusual wear, frayed or cut fibers or broken stitching of the buckle attachments. 
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	Tongue / Grommet:  Buckle tongues should be free of distortion in shape and motion. They should overlap the buckle frame and move freely back and forth in their socket. Roller should turn freely on frame. Check for distortion or sharp edges. Inspect for loose, distorted or broken grommets. 


	Lanyard Inspection
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	Snap Hooks:  Inspect closely for hook and eye distortions, cracks, corrosion or pitted surfaces. The keeper (latch) should seat into the nose without binding and should not be distorted or obstructed. Assure the spring is inside the snap. The keeper spring should exert sufficient force to firmly close the keeper. Keeper locks must prevent the keeper from opening when the keeper closes.
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	Shock-Absorbing Lanyard Pack:  The outer portion of the pack should be examined for burn holes and tears.  Stitching on areas where the pack is sewn to D-rings, belts or lanyards should be examined for loose strands, rips, deterioration or other signs of activation.
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	Shock-Absorbing Lanyard:  Shock-absorbing lanyards should be examined as a webbing (described above). However, also look for the warning flag or signs of deployment. If the flag has been activated, remove this shock-absorbing lanyard from service.
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	Thimbles:  The thimble must be firmly seated in the eye of the splice and the splice should have no loose or cut strands. The edges of the thimble must be free of sharp edges, distortion or cracks.




· Inspection Tags:   Every harness must have a legible tag identifying the harness, model, date of manufacture, name of manufacturer, limitations and warnings. Check tag for date of manufacture and remove from service if past service life (see below). If tagging system is missing or not legible remove harness from service.

· Service Life:  ANSI A10.32-2004 states the service life of fall protection equipment manufactured of synthetic fiber shall be 5 years unless otherwise specified by the manufacturer. If a harness is more than five (5) years old, it will need to be removed even if it passes the rest of the inspection process.
· Writing on the harnesses:  The “Sharpie” brand marker uses a type of permanent ink that will not cause deterioration to nylon and polyester webbing. Use a Sharpie brand marker when making identification marks on the harnesses and lanyards.

If you see any damage or issues with the harness as you are inspecting it STOP and take the harness to your supervisor. Any harness that does not pass inspection must be destroyed.

REMEMBER:
Recently we were inspecting some harnesses that had come in from various sites.  While the inspection was being conducted, we discovered a metal identification tag braded to the shoulder strap of three harnesses.  Here are photos of one of the braded tags.
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The harnesses were removed from service.  They still looked almost new, but the integrity of the harness had been compromised.   Webbing should not have additional punched holes.  When conducting your quarterly inspection please look for this type of id tag.  If it is braded into the harness, please remove the harness from service and contact the office for a replacement.

Your personal fall protection device is the only thing between you and eternity if you should happen to fall. Keep this in mind to go home safely each day!
Fall_Protection_Inspection_Procedures 011512



Confidential and Proprietary
Page 1 of 2
© 1997-2011
Fall_Protection_Inspection_Procedures 011512
Page 2 of 2


Confidential and Proprietary

© 1997-2011

[image: image13.jpg]S=Al
TELC]

JL(]



